
Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) - Recommendations
Minnesota Gas Resources Technical Advisory Committee (GTAC)



Enacted 2024 Legislation

Enacted 2024 Legislation: 

1. Authorization to lease land for gas 
extraction

2. Expedited rulemaking for gas production

3. Moratorium on production of gas until 
rules adopted or legislature approves a 
temporary permit framework

4. Form a technical advisory committee to 
make recommendations on a temporary 
regulatory framework for gas production 
to the legislature 



Minnesota Gas Resources Technical Advisory
Committee (GTAC) - Members

• Department of Natural Resources

• Pollution Control Agency

• Environmental Quality Board

• Department of Health

• Department of Revenue



MDH – GTAC Recommendations

• MDH recommendations pertain to 
gas well construction and sealing

• MDH goals are to protect public 
health and groundwater



MDH – GTAC Recommendations

Modifications to existing statute (Minnesota Statutes, chapter 103I): 

• Modify the definition of Exploratory Boring

• Modify the definition of Well

• Establish a definition for a gas well



MDH – GTAC Recommendations

New Authority:

• License a person or company to perform regulated work on gas wells

• Create a gas well construction and sealing notification process

• Require access to gas well sites for inspection

• Require reporting of occurrences with potentially significant adverse public 
health or environmental effect



MDH – GTAC Recommendations

Gas well construction:

• Drilling fluids must be water or air based with approved additives

• A gas well must meet required isolation distances

• A gas well must be constructed with approved casing and grout

• Prohibit hydraulic fracturing a gas well



MDH – GTAC Recommendations

Managing potential contamination of groundwater and protecting public health

• Injection into a gas well is prohibited

• Disposal of drilling fluids, treatment chemicals, and discharge water must be 
according to federal, state, and local requirements

• Groundwater must be protected during construction and sealing of a gas well

• Sealing a gas well must prevent contamination of groundwater and escape of 
gas to the environment



Provide Comments to GTAC 

Draft recommendations will be published for public comment 
on December 2, 2024, and available on the GTAC webpage 
(www.gasproductionrules.mn.gov)

The public is encouraged to review and provide input before 
recommendations are finalized. Comments will be accepted 
through December 23, 2024. You may provide feedback in the 
following ways:

• Online at the GTAC webpage (www.gasproductionrules.mn.gov)

• By email, GTAC@state.mn.us

• By mail, ATTN: GTAC, 500 Lafayette Road N, Box 45, St. Paul, 
MN 55155-4045

• Please join us in person at public meetings

• December 12, 2024, 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. at Giant’s Ridge, Biwabik

• December 17, 2024, 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. at Eagan Community Center
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